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This article �rst appeared in The Edge Malaysia Weekly, on July 5, 2021 - July 11, 2021.
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Vaccine Developments

The University of Oxford’s Com-COV

vaccine trial found that mixing Covid-19

vaccines made by P�zer-BioNTech and

AstraZeneca-Oxford produces a better

immune response than two doses of the

same vaccine brand.

The doses in the trial, however, were

given four weeks apart, rather than the 8-

to 12-week schedule most commonly

used for the AstraZeneca vaccine.

In another report, University of Oxford

researchers said last Monday that a third

shot of the Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid-19

vaccine produces an enhanced immune

response, adding that there was not yet

evidence, however, that such shots were

needed, especially given the shortages in

some countries.
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Zuellig Pharma, Moderna Inc’s supply

partner for Covid-19 vaccines in

Southeast Asia, said last Tuesday that

regional orders for Moderna’s vaccines were almost fully booked for this year,

highlighting procurement challenges for countries slow o� the mark. Zuellig

CEO John Graham told Reuters there would be some availability towards the

end of this year.
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Neither P�zer Inc nor any of its a�liates globally has authorised anyone to

import, market or distribute the P�zer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine and

currently, there is no authorised private distributor of the vaccine worldwide,

P�zer Malaysia said in a statement last Thursday.

 

Malaysia will shorten the dosing interval for the AstraZeneca vaccine to nine

weeks from 12 weeks previously, says National Covid-19 Immunisation

Programme coordinating minister Khairy Jamaluddin. He says this was the

recommendation made to the Special Committee on Covid-19 Vaccine Supply

by its technical working group. As at midnight last Thursday, opt-in

participants had begun to receive their second vaccination appointments.
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